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4. The Anglican Settlement
Abstract
Before turning to the radical reformers who regarded Luther and Calvin as too compromising, let us consider
another land in which a conservative expression of the Reformation developed. If the first important center of
the Protestant movement was a university community, and the second a thriving commercial city, the third
was the royal court of England. The English Reformation was an act of state. Until the occasion of his break
with Rome, Henry VIII (1509-1547) was considered a faithful son of the Church. He had burned several
Lutheran heretics and had written a tract against Luther's Babylonian Captivity. The pope rewarded these
services by giving Henry the title of "Defender of the Faith." His subjects, however, were stirring. The legacy of
Wyclif and the Lollards left a strong deposit of piety and, at the same time, anticlericalism in the English
tradition. Furthermore, the monarchy, supported by the middle class, had proved increasingly hostile to the
wealth and authority of the Church in England and had already wrung from the papacy important concessions
in the direction of a state-dominated church. [excerpt]
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4. The Anglican Settlement 
Before turning to the radical reformers who regarded Luther 
and Calvin as too compromising, let us consider another land in 
which a conservative expression of the Reformation developed. 
If the first im ortant center of the Protestant movement s - a 
~iversit commu it , and the second a t riving commercial city, 
the third was the ro ai court o pg aQ . e ng rsn e orm~-
t 1on was an act of state. U til the occasion of his ~
Dme, Henr VIII 1509-1547 ) was considered a faithful son pf 
e Church . He had burned several Lutheran heretics _and had 
written a tract aga1nst Luther's Babylonian Captivity. The pope 
rewar ded theseserv1ces by giving Henry the title of "Defender 
:-of the Faith . " His subjects, however, were stirring. 1'-he.... le_g-
acy of Wycli :,L.axtd th~ .... J ... qJ lards e,ft~JL~.strong de,P.osi !. oJ_ .P- i.e...ty 
an , ~it- t he same time, anticlerical ism in the English tradition. 
Furthermore, the monarchy , support~ed y the middle class , had 
proved increasi · wealth and authority of the 
Ghu ' n-E..ng..l.and- and had already wrung from e pa~ac 1m ort-
ant concessions in the direction o om1nated church. 
~~ ~_2d~~d-~/~. 
( 
VII p , 51 
The immediate cau se for the English break with Rome seemed 
anything but religio1us , H sever ed the ties o his- s.ta-te-. 
ith the papacy when the l a tter r efu sed to annu l his mar ria e 
of- twent y year l? s an _ ing~ to Cat her ine ragan . enry con-
tended that she h~~ m no m e and tha t there was 
gr ave danger , therefor e, of civil war and the ending of the 
Tudor line at his death , ~e p ast t he papacy had gr anted 
a .nn:ul-m&n-t.s , b~ow the _ ope was ±:he t.ir_t:u.a.l_p__;r. isoner of Cath-
e~ine' s ne ~ l\'_,_Em~e.r...or Charles ._ V, Convinced that Rome would 
postpone his annu lment indefin itely, Jienr¥ took matter s into 
his own hands . He named a new archbishQ who gr anted his di-
vorce from qather ineand .:r.egu a r iz.ed _h i s marr iage 15!f31 to 
nne Bole~n , a lady: ef the qu e en 's r e t inu e of whom he had be-
come enamor ed . Meanwhile, he for c e d thr ou gh Par liament ( 1531-
15~4) a -ser ies of acts abolishin papal author it · n En land, 
forbid ing money ayments to Rome, est~blishin his child~ b 
Aiiilel30Ie n as i s _g he.i.r.s ~nd declarin him "the only 
suprem~ b~ad in ear th of ~~c~-of Eng).._Md, called ~g- ~­
cana Ecc lesia . " T ose few cler gymen and ministers of state who 
refused to acknowledge r oyal s u p r emacy paid with their lives. 
An impor tant step along the road to English Reformation 
was Henry's u r ession of the monasteries (1536 ) d t~ ro-
priation of t heir v ast wealth ~ While some of this wealth was 
u sed to pension the dispossessed r eligiou s and to finance pro-
fessorships in the universities, most of it went to a sizable 
group of royal favorites. By this procedure Henry created a 
class of nobles and gent r y loya l to the Tudor monarchy in par-
ticular, and to his var iety of Pr otestantism in gener al . 
The k~ yacil.Lated wit b rega rd to c a in doctrines 
,r i tual...s - · He was inter ested in reffiQ.\Ling- tlle- Rema-n but not e 
Catholic elemen..t.s f .r .om th.e. churc oJ: whic.lLhe_ wa now the su-
P.~_he~d . ' For example, he had no desi r e to replace episcopal 
polity o r t he author i t y of apostolic succession claimed by the 
bishops. However, Henry made a number of important concessions 
to those desiring int r oduction of t he Scr iptures in the ver -
nacular and other refor ms in the direction of Continental Prot-
estantism . Bu t, three year s after the issuance of the "Protes-
tant" Ten Articles (1536) , Henry r eplaced these with the~ 
Articles in whi e e f"rmed such Cat holic doctrines as 
ransubstan.t.i.a.tioa, lerical ce~y:, and withholding the cup 
from the ai ty , At thEL.!?-Wne tim.e _e :r:.e was de~el-o.p.i.n e:tJ:u--
mined and influent:r:rl group of thoroughgoin Protestants ready 
t£_:t; ake o,ver ea.s:I_e snip .or t .he p gJ_ish Refor mation at the eath 
of the k l..,.ng_. 
Thei r chance came du ring the six year reign of Edwar d VI 
(1547-1553) , Henr y's only son and but ten years old when he be-
came king . It was obvious that he would be dominated by his 
ministers of stat e , including the archbishop of Canter b y , 
Thomas Cranmer (1489-1556) . Cr anmer:-w o nad- een named arch-
bisho Henr in 1533 had been r es onsible for the-r-~ 
or er ( 1538) that t her e should be a copy- o_i the ..S c r ip t.ur;.e.s in 
English available to the people in ev~ar~hurch . Now he ~--~~.z_~~~· ~~~7 
( 
VII p . 52 
invited a few pr ominent Continental reformers to assist him i n 
the task of further r e f orm . With their help, Crap.me:r prepared 
~o t rinal statement for t he Church f En land (1 551 ) ~d, -
more imQortant stilL, his _Book of Common Prayer (1 549y , pr inted 
-rn English and inte nded f or pubTic and pr1vate worship , How-
ever, 'Cranmer and Edward 1 s other adviseros J-o P-Q.P-Ular su or t 
12.9th-bacause they .-Pressed, religiou s changes too rapidly and be-
cause some of them wer e co:~rup~. 
When on Edward 1 s deat h the t£rone of England went t o Mary 
(1553=1 558), Henry's dau ghter-by Cat ~rine of Aragon , t he s age 
was set for a n intense reactiono It was Mar y's ear nes t ~esi ne 
to return her land t o the fold of Rome . She was s uccess ful in 
h: v1ng tlie nglish church broughT 'agaiii -under papal control 
(1554) but she was unabl e t o r estore t he lands which her father 
had conf iscated , Mary rapidly lost fav or wi t h her s ubjects 
when, against t he express wishes of Parliament, she marr ied the 
ardently Catholic Philip II of Spain, and when she initiated a 
i orous e r secutiop of Pr otestants i n En 1 · d . Prisons were 
filled, and abou t three h undred per sons , a thi rd of them clergy-
men, were executed f or their faith. The telling propaganda 
which these martyrs (including Cranmer) made possible, together 
with the gr owing hatred o f "Bloody Mary" and her political de-
signs , t urned many, perhaps most, Englishmen against Rome , Mary 
died in 1558, childless and sick at heart. 
Th§ EJ jz.ab t han settlement was legal~l.Y accomplisaed h.y_t.he 
1\c.:t_ o..f SJJ..P-r_ema.cx ( 15,§.9~) in vi 1c .... "d :--the g,ueen' s tactful dj r e c.:-
tion, she was naJUed the ''supreme goye rnor" insteac} of "S ' pr._eme 
j}~/V?UUb, ~;!~ ~ ~ ~~ 
~edf~46~· 
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ad" of the church, as her father had been . While the major-
ity of Englishmen accepted this settlement as a good compromise, 
there were those who were violently opposed to it . A small 
Roman Catholic party, largely in exile, sought to car ry on an 
undercover movement to replace the queen and the faith she 
championed . More openly, a la+ger g r oup called Pur itans worked 
for a Calvinist theology and polity in the English chu rch . 
Unlike the waning Roman party, the var iou s types of Puritans 
became str onger. It was not until after a civil war and a short 
period of dominance in the seventeenth century that this Puri-
tan tide subsided. Only then could the Anglican settlement 
really be called an accomplished fact (1660). 
f om 
to · d a 
a c 1 exg.ym.an-a-:ad 
~~~~H~o~o~k~er (1553-1600) . 
work, Of the Laws of 
of the Holy Scri t u re eac me y 
er, an oth repu gnant unto truth . 
teac cri ture to be so u n 
ditions were a e ; it did not contain all reveale d 
su~ernatural tru th, w 1ch absolutely is necessary for the 
children of men in this life to know that they may in the 
next be saved . Others justly condemning this op~nion g raw 
likewise unto a dangerous extremit as if Scr i t u re did 
not only contain al t h kind necessary but 
~ 1ngs do an thin 
according o any but 
even o posite sa a 1on , u nlawful and sinful . What-
soever is spoken of God or things appertaining to God 
otherwise than as the truth is ; though it seems an hone.ur, 
it is an injury. And as in'credible praises given unto men 
do often abate and impair the credit o f their deserved 
commendation ; so we must likewise take great heed , lest 
in attributing unto Scripture more than it can have, the 
incredibility of that do cause even those things which 
indeed it hath more abundantly to be less reverently es-
teemed. I therefore leave it to themselves to consider, 
whether they have or not in this first point overshot 
themselves; which God doth know is qu ickly done, even when 
our meaning is most sincere, as I am verily persuaded 
theirs in this case was . .. .. .. . 
The which measure reli ion b dislike of the church 
of Rome think every man so much the more soun , y ow 
much he can make the corruptions thereof to seem more 
large. And therefore some there are, namely the Arians 
in reformed churches in Poland, who imagine the canker to 
have eaten so far into the very bones and marrow of the 
church of Rome, as if it had not so much as a sound be-
lief, no not concerning God himself, but that the very 
belief of the Trinity were a part of antichristian corrup-
( 
( 
\ 
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tion; and that the wonder f u l p r ov idence of God did bring 
to pass that the bishop of the see of Rome shou ld be 
famous for his triple c r own; a sensible mar k whereby the 
world might know him to be that mystical beast spoken of 
in the Revelation, to be that great and no t orious Anti-
christ in no one r espect so much as in this, that he main-
taineth the doctrine of the Trini t y . Wis dom ther efor e and 
skill is r equisi t e t o know, what parts are sou nd in that 
church, and what corrupted . 
Neither is it to all men apparent which complain of 
unsound parts, with what kind of unsoundness eve r y such 
part is possessed . They can say, that in doct r ine, in 
discipline, in prayers, in sacr ament s, the church of Rome 
hath (as it hath indeed) very foul and gr oss corruptions; 
the nature whereof notwithstanding becau se they have not 
for the most part exact skill a nd knowledge to discern, 
they think that amiss many times which is not; and the 
salve of r eformat i on they mightily call for, bu t wher e 
and what the sores a r e which need it, as they wot f u ll 
little, so they think it not greatly mater ial to search ... 
. . . . .. 
Wherefore to end this point, I conclude: First, that 
. nder domains of infidels, the Chur ch of Christ and their 
commonwealth were two societies independent . Secondly, 
that in those commonwealths where the bishop of Rome 
bareth sway, one society is both the Church and the com-
monwealth; but the bishop of Rome doth divide the body 
into two diverse bodies, and doth not suffer the Church 
to depend upon the power of any civil princ e o r potentate. 
Thirdly, that within this realm of England the case is 
neither as in the one, nor is in the other of the former 
I 
\ 
two : bu t from the state of pagans we differ, in that with 
us one society is both the Church and commonwealth, which 
with them it was not; as also from the state of those 
nations which subject themselves to the bishop of Rome, in 
that our Church hat h dependency upon the chief in our com-
monwealth, which it hath not under him. In a word, our 
estate is according to the pattern of God's own ancient 
elect people, which people was not par t of them the com- J 
monwealth, and part of them the Church of God, but the 
'\ self-same people whole and entire were bot h under one 
chief Governor, on whose supreme authority they did all 
depend . . .. * 
*Reprinted from The Works of that Lear ned andJud1cious Div1ne, 
Mr. Richard Hooker-TNew YorK: ~Appleton~ ' 1851) I, 217, 
"21>7; II, 226. 
~/'~ ~~~~· 
